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Figure 1: An
aerial
photograph,
provided by
Tapu ve
Kadastro, from
which MNG
Bilgisayar
created a
digital contour
map. The
different layers
of information
have been
overlayed by
Deniz Kutay
with input from
Levent
Topaktas of
Intergraph.

Sekil 1: Tapu
ve Kadastro
tarafindan
saglanan hava
fotografi ve bu
fotograftan
MNG
Bilgisayarda
olusturulmus
kontur haritast.
Degisik
katmanlardaki
bilgiler,
Intergraph'dan
Levent
Topaktas'in
sagladigu
girdilerle Deniz
Kutay
tarafindan
olusturuldu.




he once dominant Assyrian Empire fell to the combined power of the Medes and
T Babylonians c. 612 BC. The Medes extended their empire westwards across the highland
plateau of Anatolia to the Kiziirmak (The Red River) and built an immense new city, called Pteria by
Herodotus, on the Kerkenes Dag. Herodotus tells us that the Medes fought a protracted war with
the Lydians which came to an end in the sixth year when, during a fierce battle, day was turned to
night as predicted for that same year by Thales. This "Battle of the Eclipse", as it came to be known,
took place on the afternoon of May 28, 585 BC. The ensuing peace treaty, brokered by the Cilicians
and the Babylonians, settled the imperial borders and was consoclidated by royal marriages
between the protagonists.

The Median city of Pteria was, according to Herodotus, the most strongly defended place in
central Cappadocia. In 1999 the true scale of these defences was revealed for the first time since
the city was burnt and its strong stone wall was partly destroyed at the hands of Croesus, king of
Lydia. Croesus had asked the famed oracle at Delphi what would happen if he crossed the
Kiziirmak. He was given the answer he required, "A mighty empire will be destroyed". With the
support of the gods, as he thought, he moved his army eastwards, captured Pteria and enslaved its
inhabitants, only to bring upon himself the wrath of the charismatic Persian ruler, Cyrus the Great.
Around 547 BC the Persian and Lydian armies met in a drawn battle outside Pteria. Croesus went
home to Sardis expecting no further hostilities that year. Cyrus swept after him, however, capturing
the Lydian capital, Sardis. The oracle was correct; Croesus had destroyed an empire: his own.
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nceleri egemen olan Asur Imparatorlugu MO 612 yilinda, Med ve Babillilerin ortak
O saldinsina yenik distii. Medler imparatorluklarini Anadolu yiiksek platosu boyunca, batiya
Kizihrmak'a dogru genislettiler ve Kerkenes Dagi tizerinde, Herodot tarihinde Pteria adiyla anilan
yeni blylk bir sehir kurdular. Yine Herodot'a gére, Medler ile Lidyalilar arasinda yillardir uzayip
giden savasin altinci yihnda, muharebe biitiin siddetiyle devam ederken -tipki Thales'in o vl icin
tahmin ettigi gibi- giin geceye doner. Sonradan "Gines tutulmasi muharebesi” olarak
adlandinlacak bu olay, MO 585 yilinin 28 Mayis giinii meydana gelir. Kilikyalilar ve Babillerin
arabuluculuguyla imzalanan bans antlasmasi ile sinirlar tekrar belirlenir ve antlagma karsilikli krallik
duzeyinde evliliklerle saglamlagtirilir.

Heredot'a goére, Med sehri Pteria, orta Kapadokya bélgesinin savunmasi en giiclii sehridir. Bu
sur duvarlarimin gercek boyutlar, Lidya Krali Krezis tarafindan sehir yakildigindan ve giigli tag
duvan en azindan kismen yikildigindan beri ilk kez 1999 yilinda ortaya gikarildi. Kreziis, Delfi'deki
meghur kehanet merkezine, Kizilirmak'i gectigi takdirde ne olacagini sorar ve karsiliginda "gtiglii bir
imparatorluk yok olacak" cevabini ali. Tannlann belirgin destegi esliginde, ordusuyla doguya
yonelen Kreziis Pteria'yi ele gecirir ve sehir halkini tutsak eder. Béylece Pers kral Blyiik Kiros'un
ofkesini (izerine ceker. MO 547 yilinda Lidya ve Pers ordulan Pteria yakinlarinda karsilagir, fakat
yenisemezler. Krezls, baskenti Sart'a dénerken o yil igerisinde baska savas beklememektedir. Fakat
Biyiik Kiros, sézkonusu kralin pesine diser ve Lidya baskenti Sarti zapteder. Kehanet
gergeklesmistir, Kreziis guglt birimparatorlugu yok etmistir; kendi imparatorlugunu.



Figure 2:
The blimp
in action.
Sekil 2:
Helyum
balonuyla
cekim
yaparken.

Figure 4:
Ibrahim Kars
follows the
lines of a
prepared grid §
as he collects
geomagnetic
data.

Sekil 4:
Ibrahim Kars
dnceden
hazirlamimis
karelaj
icindeki ip
halatlart
izleyerek,

Figure 6: Kerkenes from the
hot air balloon (a. above)
showing 7 km of city wall

(b. right). Sahmurath village

is at centre left,

Sekil 6: Sicak hava balonuyla
cekilmis (a. lstte), 7 kem'lik
sehir sur duvarlarinu belgeleyen
Kerkenes gonintisil.
Sahmuratll Kéyii orta solda
yeralmalctadir (b. sagda).

Figure 3: GPS
kinematic
survey with
three receivers
outside the
Cappadocia
Gate.

Sekil 3:
Kapadokya
kapisi dniinde,
L adet alici
kullarularalk
ydrtildlen,
GPS
kinematik veri
toplama
calismasi.

Figure 5:
Christine
Perrier
surveying
with a Total
Station.
Sekil 5:
Christine
Perrier, Total
Station ile
dlgtim
yaparken.



Figure 7: Cleaning loose debris from the tall sloping glacis of
the East Wall near the Cappadocian Gate.

Sekil 7: Kapadokya Kapist yakinindaki egimli yitksek Dogu
Duvari kalintilari temizlenirken.

Figure 9: A sample of

geomagnetic Figure 8: Test trench TT15 showing a

mapping. The survey paved area south of the columned hall.
was carried out by Sekil 8: Deneme Agmast TT15,

Lewis Somers of kolonlu holiin giineyinde yer alan tas
GEOSCAN. ddiseli zemini gostermektedir.

oo Sekil 9: Jeomanyetik

R s harita émegi. Calisma

Jiowes] GEOSCAN'den Letwis
A Somers tarafindan
WA iriudimaseo
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= Figure 10: A view of

the exposed half of
the two-roomed B S e
structure in the image B S [ 13 i
#  above following test ; ) :
| e Figure 11: A trefoil spouted jug from

the same room as the ivory plaque
Sekil 11: Fildisi plaka ile aynt odada
bulunan yonca agizli seramik kap.

. Sekil 10: (Istte
géritlen, iki odall
striifctiiriin kazt
sonucu ortaya
o Ctkanlan kismu,

Figure 12: The lvory Plaque was conserved by Simone Korolnik in the Museum of Anatolian Civisations, Ankara.
Photographs were taken by Behic Giinel and Hiiseyin Sen.

Sekdl 12: Fildisi Plaka. Objenin konservasyonu Ankara Anadolu Medeniyetieri Miizesi'nde Simone Korolnik
tarafindan yaritilmis, folograflar ise Behig Giinel ve Hiiseyin Sen tarafindan cekilmistir.



Figure 13: The
northern area
of the city as
seen from the
hot air balloon.
Sekil 13:
Sicak hava
balonuyla
gérintiilenen,
sehrin kuzey
kismu.

Figure 14: A GPS
surface map of
the northern area
prepared by Scott
Branting from a
portion of the
data collected in
1998,

Sekil 14: 1998
verilerinin bir
boltiimii
kullarularak Scott
Branting
tarafindan
olusturulmus,
sehrin kuzey
kismina ait GPS
ytizey haritasi.

Figure 15:
Geophysical
map of the
northern area.
Data processed
A, { with GEOPLOT
% "’."":.; e e o= = and displayed
: T T on SURFER by
Nahide Aydin.
Sekil 15: Kuzey
kismun feofizik
haritasi. Veriler,
Nahide Aydin
tarafindan
GEOPLOTda
islendi ve
SURFERda
gériintiilendi.
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